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Project summary 

and VPS' profile  

The American continent represents a very interesting example of different forms of international 

organisations (IO) for different reasons. Historically, the continent has developed inter-state structures 

since the early nineteenth century. Over time various organisations have been created and replaced by 

other institutions both at regional and sub-regional levels. 

The present project addresses, from an international legal perspective, some of the relevant sub-

regional institutions and organisations that are presently established in the Latin American part of the 

Western Hemisphere, following some criteria that are defined below. The original idea for this project 

was to develop a better understanding of the existing forms of institutional integration at the sub-

regional level in the Americas. During the development of the project, some selection criteria have 

emerged, so that the project could take a more defined shape and offer the reader some 

understanding of the complex picture that is presently characterizing the various international 

institutions within the Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) parts of the continent. It has been relevant 

to identify more clearly the organisations and institutions that operate in the Western Hemisphere. The 

pan-continental organisation is the OAS which derives from an evolution of nineteenth century 

alliances and cooperation within the American continent, and includes today the great majority of 

States in the region, from North to South America. However, the great experience and developments of 

the OAS have not been included in this project, as it may deserve a more specialist approach and also 

adequate space to properly address the various areas that are covered by its constitutive treaty and its 

various institutions and organs. For this reason, the OAS has been excluded a priori from this project. 
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