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Examples of questions for oral exam. 

The exam is divided into four parts: 1) grammar; 2) 

general lexis and ‘false friends’; 3) terminology for food 

and nutrition science; 4) general conversation.  



1) GRAMMAR: Listen to me and answer the question(s)

1) Answer these three questions: How’s your best friend? What’s your best friend 

like? What does your best friend like? 

2) Talk about: Something you have already planned to do. Something happening at the 

moment. 

3) Explain the difference between: Steve plays football. Steve was playing football. 

4) Tell me: Something you used to do. Something you did last night. Something you have

never done.  

5) How long have you had your smartphone? Answer this question with both ‘since’ and 

‘for’.  

6) What will you do as soon as you get your degree in the science of food and nutrition? 

What would you like to do when you get this degree?  

7)  If, during the COVID-19 period, you had been the leader of the Italian government 

rather than a student, what would you have done?  



2) LEXIS AND FALSE FRIENDS

1) What’s an ‘agenda’ and what’s a ‘diary’? 

2) Talk about what you do in your free time. What are your favourite sports 

activities or leisure activities?  

3) ‘Assume, ‘attitude’ and ‘aptitude’: what do they mean? 

4) Parts of the human body, Health problems, Remedies  (Book 558-589)

5) Asking for and giving advice about health (pages 560-61)

6) ‘Recipe’, ‘receipt’, ‘prescription’ and ‘subscription’: what do they mean?  

7) Descbring someone’s personality. What’s the opposite of: modest,  easy 

going, careful, energetic, confident, cheerful, sociable, generous, optimistic, 

caring? (Book 568-69)



3) TERMINOLOGY FOR FOOD AND NUTRITION SCIENCE

1) Lexis for fruit and vegetables, meat, fish and legumes, milk and dairy 

products. Adjectives for describing taste. Dressings and condiments. Bread, 

cereals and potatoes. (book, page 578)

2) A well-balanced diet is the key to developing a healthy pregnancy. How 

many calories and what food should a pregnant woman eat during the first 

semester, second semester and the third semester?

3) What are nutrients, macronutrients and micronutrients?  

4) Iron is an essential constituent of which two proteins that store and transport

oxgen? (One of them has a name that means ‘blood’, the other has an name that

means ‘muscle’.)

5) What’s the difference between Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes? 

6) How are carbohydrates, amino acids and fats digested? 

7)  Why does the human body need water? (There are 6 + reasons.)



4) GENERAL CONVERSATION

1) Where do you come from? Tell me some good things and some bad things about your home town or 

city. Are there any important buildings or monuments? Talk about the economy and job opportunities.

2) How do you imagine your life in 2030? Where do you think you will be living? What kind of career 

do you think you will have? Will you have a family of your own?

3) If you could meet a famous person, who would you choose? Why would would like to meet that

person? What would you ask him/her?

4) The world is in danger. Global warming, plastic in the oceans, the risk of other pandemics after 

COVID-19 are just some of the problems. What can biologists do to save the planet? What should our

priorities be?

5) In 2018 Arianna Grande had a hit single with a song entitled “God is a Woman”. Do women now

have all the same opportunities as men? Or do they still suffer discrimination?

6) Imagine that you had a time machine. Would you travel to the past or to the future? Which year

would you travel to? And why?

7) Talk about someone who has had a great influence on you. It could be a friend, a member of your

family or someone you have never met. Why is that person important for you?


