Biology: First year English Language Course 23 October 2019
Time allowed: 2 hours

1. VERB FORMS (5 points). Give the correct forms of the verbs and, when required, pronouns or adverbs.
You may have to use negative forms, and auxiliary verbs as well as main verbs. Look at the example below.

Example: When the telephone __ (RING) I ___ (WATCH) television.
When the telephone _rang | _was watching _television.
1.We ___ (LISTEN) to jazz music when John _ (COME) into the room.
2.1f Anna ___ (FIND, negative) a job as a doctor in Sardinia, she __ (WORK) in England.
3. Yesterday | (MEET) Peter in Quartu. | (KNOW) him for a long time.
4.Paola___ (TELL) methatshe __ (SEE) agood film at the cinema last week.
5.What ___ (DO) when you get your degree in biology? you (GO) to continue studying?

2. QUESTION FORMATION (5 points). Write appropriate questions for the following five answers. Look
at the example below.

Example: It’s half-past nine.

What tume iy it, please?

1. Mary has lived in London for three years.

2. No, I don’t like playing football.

3. I’'m not feeling very well.

4. If there’s good weather tomorrow, I’ll go the beach.

5. This computer costs £40.

3. SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION (5 points). Complete the second sentence so that it has the same
meaning as the first. Do not use more than five words. Look at the example below.

Example: You are too young to drive a car. You are __ 1ot old enoug/r _to drive a car.

1. Caroline is younger than John. > Johnis ___ Caroline.

2. Einstein formulated the theory of general relativity. - The theory of general relativity by Einstein.
3. Peter arrived in New York from Paris. > Peter _ from Paris to New York.

4. Don’t forget to telephone your mum. > telephone your mum.

5. Corsica is smaller than Sicily. - Corsica _____ as Sicily.

4. GUIDED WRITING (5 points). You have started to study biology at university. You have recently
received an email from Peter, who was your best friend at school. He is now studying business management at
university. Write an email to Peter. Do the following things: (1) thank him for his email, (2) say why you think
biology is more interesting than business management and (3) say that you would like to meet him for a pizza
soon. Write between 70 and 100 words.

Segue sul retro
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5. LEXIS FOR BIOLOGY (10 points). Read all of this text. Then write an appropriate word or
expression for each of the 10 spaces. Look at the example in number 0.

BIODIVERSITY AND TAXONOMY

The planet Earth is (0) f fuldl of life. Four billion years since the appearance of the first

microbes, and 200 years (1) a people started to systematically categorise all living
things, new species are still being discovered. The ways in which the diverse organisms on this
planet are connected to each other through evolutionary relationships, cycles of energy and transfer
of matter are (2) k as “biodiversity”.

Relevant here are taxonomy and the principle that before you can count species, you have to
name them. In the eighteenth century, Carl Linnaeus developed a highly efficient system for naming
and categorising species. He decided that all species should have a two-part name. The first part
indicates the group to which a species (3) b , and the second part is the species name.
Using this system we can easily (4) un that we, Homo sapiens, are both related to, and
distinct from, our evolutionary relatives Homo erectus and Homo habilis. Today, taxonomists use a
range of names to talk (5) a about newly discovered species, including political names,
e.g., the bushi, obamai and donaldtrumpi. But their work is still partly based on Linnaeus’s system.
However, modern-day biologists also use a “taxonomic hierarchy” of categories to name all living
things. From (6) 1 to smallest, this hierarchy is as follows: domain, kingdom, phylum,
class, order, family, genus, species. American biology students sometimes use the following sentence
to(7Nr this hierarchy: Dumb Kids Playing Chase On Freeways Get Squished.

All too often, taxonomy tends to be dismissed as less important than molecular biology, with
its concern for DNA, proteins, and chemical processes within individual (8) ¢ . But
biodiversity, which includes the study of how and why existing species, such as polar bears and types
of invertebrates, are endangered or (9) d , 1s one of the biggest and (10) m

difficult problems of the biological sciences.
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ANSWERS / SOLUZIONI

1. VERB FORMS (5 points). Give the correct forms of the verbs and, when required, pronouns or adverbs.
You may have to use negative forms, and auxiliary verbs as well as main verbs. Look at the example below.

Example: When the telephone (RING) | (WATCH) television.
When the telephone _rang | _was watching _television.

1. We WERE LISTENING____ (LISTEN) to jazz music when John CAME__ (COME) into the room.
2. 1f Anna _DOESN’T FIND__ (FIND, negative) a job as a doctor in Sardinia, she ' WILL WORK_/ IS
GOING TO WORK___ (WORK) in England.

3. Yesterday | _MET___ (MEET) Peter in Quartu. | _HAVE KNOWN__ (KNOW) him for a long time.
4. Paola_TOLD_ (TELL) methatshe SAW__ (SEE) a good film at the cinema last week.

5.What _WILL YOU DO_/ ARE YOU GOING TO DO___ (DO) when you get your degree in biology?
_ARE_you _GOING__ (GO) to continue studying?

2. QUESTION FORMATION (5 points). Write appropriate questions for the following five answers. Look
at the example below.

Example: It’s half-past nine.

What tume iy it, please?

1. Mary has lived in London for three years. HOW LONG HAS MARY LIVED IN LONDON?

2. No, I don’t like playing football. DO YOU LIKE PLAYING FOOTBALL?

3. I’'m not feeling very well. HOW ARE YOU?

4. If there’s good weather tomorrow, I’1l go the beach. WHAT WILL YOU / ARE YOU GOING TO DO
TOMORROW IF THERE’S GOOD WEATHER?

5. This computer costs £40. HOW MUCH DOES THIS COMPUTER COST?

3. SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION (5 points). Complete the second sentence so that it has the same
meaning as the first. Do not use more than five words. Look at the example below.

Example: You are too young to drive a car. You are __ 1ot old enoug/r _to drive a car.

1. Caroline is younger than John. - Johnis _OLDER THAN_Caroline.

2. Einstein formulated the theory of general relativity. > The theory of general relativity _WAS
FORMULATED____ by Einstein.

3. Peter arrived in New York from Paris. - Peter _FLEW /WENT /TRAVELLED____ from
Paris to New York.

4. Don’t forget to telephone your mum. 2> REMEMBERTO _telephone your mum.

5. Corsica is smaller than Sicily. - Corsica _ISNOT ASBIG___ as Sicily.

4. GUIDED WRITING (5 points). You have started to study biology at university. You have recently
received an email from Peter, who was your best friend at school. He is now studying business management at
university. Write an email to Peter. Do the following things: (1) thank him for his email, (2) say why you think
biology is more interesting than business management and (3) say that you would like to meet him for a pizza
soon. Write between 70 and 100 words.
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Credit will be given for good grammar, appropriate lexis and completion of the three tasks.

Example (125 words),

Deawr Peter,
Thanks for youwr email. It was lovely to-receive your news. I awm
pleased that yow are welll and that yow are enjoying your university

course v business management.
However, speaking personally, I am glad I aw studying

biology and not business management. This year we are studying the
structure of lLiving cellsy and next yeawr we will study the structure and

functions of DNA. Although business management helpy yow to- make
money, biology helpy yow to- understand what o incredible machine
your body is. It has so- many systeams that work together and help yow to-
survive,

Are yow free next week? Perhaps we could go-for o pigza and

exchange owr news. Do-write to- me agair.
Very best wishes
Johw

5. LEXIS FOR BIOLOGY (10 points). Read all of this text. Then write an appropriate word or
expression for each of the 10 spaces. Look at the example in number O.

BIODIVERSITY AND TAXONOMY

The planet Earth is (0) f ftdl of life. Four billion years since the appearance of the first

microbes, and 200 years (1) a AFTER__ people started to systematically categorise all living
things, new species are still being discovered. The ways in which the diverse organisms on this
planet are connected to each other through evolutionary relationships, cycles of energy and transfer
of matter are (2) k KNOWN __ as “biodiversity”.

Relevant here are taxonomy and the principle that before you can count species, you have to
name them. In the eighteenth century, Carl Linnaeus developed a highly efficient system for naming
and categorising species. He decided that all species should have a two-part name. The first part
indicates the group to which a species (3) b BELONGS | and the second part is the species
name. Using this system we can easily (4) un _ UNDERSTAND  that we, Homo sapiens, are
both related to, and distinct from, our evolutionary relatives Homo erectus and Homo habilis. Today,
taxonomists use a range of names to talk (5) a __ ABOUT ___ about newly discovered species,
including political names, e.g., the bushi, obamai and donaldtrumpi. But their work is still partly
based on Linnaeus’s system.

However, modern-day biologists also use a “taxonomic hierarchy” of categories to name all living
things. From (6) 1  LARGEST _ to smallest, this hierarchy is as follows: domain, kingdom,

phylum, class, order, family, genus, species. American biology students sometimes use the following
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sentence to (7) r REMEMBER _  this hierarchy: Dumb Kids Playing Chase On Freeways Get
Squished.

All too often, taxonomy tends to be dismissed as less important than molecular biology, with
its concern for DNA, proteins, and chemical processes within individual (8§) ¢ CELLS . But
biodiversity, which includes the study of how and why existing species, such as polar bears and types
of invertebrates, are endangered or (9) d _ DISAPPEARING | is one of the biggest and
(10) m _ MOST __ difficult problems of the biological sciences.



