
Biology: First year English Language Course            25 September 2019 

Time allowed: 2 hours  
 

1. VERB FORMS (5 points). Give the correct forms of the verbs and, when required, pronouns or adverbs. 

You may have to use negative forms, and auxiliary verbs as well as main verbs. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: When the telephone _____ (RING) I _____ (WATCH) television. 

             When the telephone   rang    I    was watching _ television. 

  

1. _____ (GO, negative) to John’s party! My friend _____ (TELL) me that his parties are very boring. 

2. If  you _____ (DAMAGE) my new smartphone, I _____ (ASK) you to you to buy me a new one.   

3. Motorbikes _____  (MAKE) in Britain until 1975.Then they _____ (STOP) making them.     

4. Yesterday I _____ (SEE) Patrizia. She still _____ (LIVE) in Monserrato.  

5. At the moment I _____ (USE) my new iPad which I _____ (BUY) last week. 

 

2. QUESTION FORMATION (5 points). Write appropriate questions for the following five answers. Look 

at the example below. 

 

Example: It’s half-past nine. 

What time is it, please?  

 

1. I’m feeling OK, thanks. And you? 

2. My name’s Nigel.  

3. No, I haven’t got a job.  

4. Yes, I like Cagliari a lot.  

5. I went to France for my holidays.  

 

3.  SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION (5 points). Complete the second sentence so that it has the same 

meaning as the first. Do not use more than four words. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: You are too young to drive a car. You are __not old enough__ to drive a car. 

 

1. Cinzia said “I don’t like pop music”.                        He said that Cinzia _____ pop music.  

2. Do you come here often?      _____ do you come here?  

3. This room doesn’t have a window.     _____ a window in this room.      

4.  Alice’s computer is more expensive than Gill’s.   Gill’s computer _____ Alice’s.  

5. Yesterday I borrowed my father’s car.    Yesterday my father _____ his car.           

 

4. GUIDED WRITING (5 points).  
You have received an email from your best friend who you haven’t seen for a long time. He/she has asked you 

what you usually do in the evenings. Do the following three things: 1) thank him/her for the email; 2) tell your 

best friend what you usually do in the evenings (study? go to the bar or the gym? work? watch television? 

etc.); 3) ask him/her what he/she usually does in the evenings. Write at least 70 - 100 words. You can write 

more words if you want. 

                   Segue sul retro    
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5. LEXIS FOR BIOLOGY (10 points). Read all of this text. Then write an appropriate word or 

expression for each of the 10 spaces. Look at the example in number 0. 

 

The circulatory or cardiovascular system  

 

The circulatory or cardiovascular system (0) c  consists  of the heart that pumps blood through the 

blood vessels (vasi sanguigni).  So the functions of the circulatory system 1) a _______ closely 

related to transportation. Nearly every substance made or used  in the body is transported in the 

blood: hormones, products of digestion such as 2)  v_______, and immune system cells. The heart’s 

pumping action squeezes blood out of the heart, and the pressure it generates forces the blood 

through the blood vessels. The heart is a double pump 3) b _______  it has two circuits: the 

pulmonary circulation path that goes from heart to lungs and back to heart; and the systemic 

circulation path that goes from heart to body and back to heart.  

 

The heart is shaped like a cone and is only about the size of your fist. It is situated between your       

4) l _______ and usually slightly to the left of centre in the chest. The heart is divided anatomically 

and functionally into left and 5) r _______ sides. Each side has one atrium and one ventricle, each 

with a separate function. The contraction of the heart muscle pumps blood into and out 6) o _______ 

all four chambers in a rhythmic pattern.  

 

Blood pressure is a term used to describe the force of blood pushing against the wall of an artery. It 

is measured in millimetres of mercury at both the highest point (the systole),when the heart is 

contracted), and the 7) l _______ point (the diastole), when the heart is relaxed. The systole pressure 

is always higher than the diastole. The higher the systolic and diastolic values, the more pressure 

there is on the walls of the arteries. Two factors affect blood pressure: the cardiac output,                  

which is 8)  t _______ amount of blood the heart pumps out per unit of time, and the peripheral 

resistance, which is a measure of the diameter and elasticity of the vessel walls.  

  

More than any other system in the body, the circulatory system has contributed some strong images 

to English literature and everyday conversation. “Heart’ is often used as a metaphor for love and 

courage. People often 9) s _______  they ‘nearly had a heart attack’ to describe an experience of 

surprise or shock. The innate ability to do something well is said to be ‘in one’s blood’, the Royal 

Family are described as having ‘blue blood’ and when people want to say they are angry they can say 

that their blood is ‘boiling’.  In his tragedy Titus Andronicus,  Shakespeare 10) u _______  the words 

‘blood’ and ‘heart’ to communicate anger: ‘Vengeance is in my heart, death in my hand, Blood and 

revenge are hammering in my head’.  
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ANSWERS / SOLUZIONI 

1. VERB FORMS (5 points). Give the correct forms of the verbs and, when required, pronouns or adverbs. 

You may have to use negative forms, and auxiliary verbs as well as main verbs. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: When the telephone _____ (RING) I _____ (WATCH) television. 

             When the telephone   rang    I    was watching _ television. 

  

1. _DON’T____ (GO, negative) to John’s party! My friend _TELLS / TOLD /HAS TOLD____ (TELL) 

me that his parties are very boring. 

2. If  you _DAMAGE____ (DAMAGE) my new smartphone, I _WILL / ‘lLL____ (ASK) you to buy me a 

new one.  

3. Motorbikes _WERE MADE____  (MAKE) in Britain until 1975.Then they __STOPPED___ (STOP) 

making them.     

4. Yesterday I _SAW____ (SEE) Patrizia. She still _LIVES____ (LIVE) in Monserrato.  

5. At the moment I _AM USING____ (USE) my new iPad which I _BOUGHT____ (BUY) last week. 

 

2. QUESTION FORMATION (5 points). Write appropriate questions for the following five answers. Look 

at the example below. 

 

Example: It’s half-past nine. 

What time is it, please?  

 

1. I’m feeling OK, thanks. And you? HOW ARE YOU? / HOW ARE YOU FEELING? 

2. My name’s Nigel. WHAT’S YOUR NAME? / WHAT ARE YOU CALLED?  

3. No, I haven’t got a job. DO YOU HAVE / HAVE YOU GOT A JOB?  

4. Yes, I like Cagliari a lot. DO YOU LIKE CAGLIARI? 

5. I went to France for my holidays. WHERE DID YOU GO FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS? 

 

3.  SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION (5 points). Complete the second sentence so that it has the same 

meaning as the first. Do not use more than four words. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: You are too young to drive a car. You are __not old enough__ to drive a car. 

 

1. He said that Cinzia _____ pop music.    He said that Cinzia DOESN’T  LIKE / DIDN’T 

LIKE pop music. 

2. Do you come here often?      _HOW OFTEN____ do you come here?  

3. This room doesn’t have a window.     _THERE ISN’T ____ a window in this room.     

4.  Alice’s computer is more expensive than Gill’s.   Gill’s computer _IS CHEAPER / LESS 

EXPENSIVE THAN___ Alice’s.  

5. Yesterday I borrowed my father’s car.    Yesterday my father _LENT ME__ his car.         

            

4. GUIDED WRITING (5 points).  
You have received an email from your best friend who you haven’t seen for a long time. He/she has asked you 

what you usually do in the evenings. Do the following three things: 1) thank him/her for the email; 2) tell your 

best friend what you usually do in the evenings (study? go to the bar or the gym? work? watch television? 
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etc.); 3) ask him/her what he/she usually does in the evenings. Write at least 70 - 100 words. You can write 

more words if you want. 

 

Credit will be given for good grammar, appropriate lexis and completion of the three tasks. 

 

Example (106 words):  

 

Dear Federica.  

Thanks for your email. It was lovely to hear your news. You ask me what 

I usually do in the evenings now that I’m studying at university. The 

truth is that I don’t do anything very special. Sometimes, if I don’t feel 

too tired after cooking dinner, I try to study. But there are many 

evenings when I just watch television . On Friday evenings I go to the 

gym for a work-out and on Saturdays I usually go to an Irish pub with 

my friends. Please write to me again and tell me what you usually do 

in the evenings.  

Best wishes,  

Gabriella  

 

5. LEXIS FOR BIOLOGY (10 points). Read all of this text. Then write an appropriate word or 

expression for each of the 10 spaces. Look at the example in number 0. 

 

The circulatory or cardiovascular system  

 

The circulatory or cardiovascular system (0) c  consists  of the heart that pumps blood through the 

blood vessels (vasi sanguigni).  So the functions of the circulatory system 1) a _ARE_ closely 

related to transportation. Nearly every substance made or used  in the body is transported in the 

blood: hormones, products of digestion such as 2)  v_VITAMINS______, and immune system cells. 

The heart’s pumping action squeezes blood out of the heart, and the pressure it generates forces the 

blood through the blood vessels. The heart is a double pump 3) b BECAUSE__  it has two circuits: 

the pulmonary circulation path that goes from heart to lungs and back to heart; and the systemic 

circulation path that goes from heart to body and back to heart.  

 

The heart is shaped like a cone and is only about the size of your fist. It is situated between your       

4) l _LUNGS______ and usually slightly to the left of centre in the chest. The heart is divided 

anatomically and functionally into left and 5) r _RIGHT______ sides. Each side has one atrium and 

one ventricle, each with a separate function. The contraction of the heart muscle pumps blood into 

and out 6) o _OF______ all four chambers in a rhythmic pattern.  

 

Blood pressure is a term used to describe the force of blood pushing against the wall of an artery. It 

is measured in millimetres of mercury at both the highest point (the systole),when the heart is 

contracted), and the 7) l _LOWEST______ point (the diastole), when the heart is relaxed. The 

systole pressure is always higher than the diastole. The higher the systolic and diastolic values, the 
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more pressure there is on the walls of the arteries. Two factors affect blood pressure: the cardiac 

output, which is 8)  t _THE__ amount of blood the heart pumps out per unit of time, and the 

peripheral resistance, which is a measure of the diameter and elasticity of the vessel walls. 

  

More than any other system in the body, the circulatory system has contributed some strong images 

to English literature and everyday conversation. “Heart’ is often used as a metaphor for love and 

courage. People often 9) s _SAY______  they ‘nearly had a heart attack’ to describe an experience of 

surprise or shock. The innate ability to do something well is said to be ‘in one’s blood’, the Royal 

Family are described as having ‘blue blood’ and when people want to say they are angry they can say 

that their blood is ‘boiling’.  In his tragedy Titus Andronicus,  Shakespeare 10) u _USED______  the 

words ‘blood’ and ‘heart’ to communicate anger: ‘Vengeance is in my heart, death in my hand, 

Blood and revenge are hammering in my head’.  

 


