
Biology: First year English Language Course                      20 June 2018 

Time allowed: 2 hours  
 

1. VERB FORMS (5 points). Give the correct forms of the verbs and, when required, pronouns or adverbs. 

You may have to use auxiliary verbs as well as main verbs. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: When the telephone _____ (RING) I _____ (WATCH) television. 

             When the telephone   rang    I    was watching _ television. 

  

1. If I _____ (HAVE) a lot of money, I _____ (BUY) a big house in the centre of London. 

2. Yesterday Luisa _____ (TELL) me that she’s good at tennis but I _____ (NOT BELIEVE) her. 

3. When Mary _____ (LEAVE) college next year, she _____ (TRAVEL) around the world.  

4. President Trump _____ (BE) the President of the USA since January 2017. Yesterday I _____ (SEE) him      

    on television.  

5. Peter   _____ (DRIVING) his car when he _____ (HEAR) the explosion.  

 

2. QUESTION FORMATION (5 points). Write appropriate questions for the following five answers. Look 

at the example below. 

 

Example: It’s half-past nine. 

What time is it, please?  

 

1. We went to the new restaurant that opened last week.  

2. I’m reading a book about anatomy and physiology.  

3. I’ll go to the shops tomorrow and then I’ll go to the university.   

4. Yes, I’m going to have lots of free time next Saturday. 

5. Rosaria’s sister has lived here for five years.  

 

3.  SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION (5 points). Complete the second sentence so that it has the same 

meaning as the first. Do not use more than four words. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: You are too young to drive a car. You are __not old enough__ to drive a car. 

 

1. Alan Smith wrote this book.      This book _____ Alan Smith.  

2. This car belongs to Alessia     This  _____ car.  

3. “Go away” he said to me.                      He _____ away.      

4. It’s not necessary to do the shopping now.    You _____ do the shopping now.  

5. John is taller than Peter.                   Peter is  _____ than John.             

 

4. GUIDED WRITING (5 points). A friend of yours who lives in England has recently found a good, 

permanent job in your country / region. Write an email to your friend telling him / her about life in your 

country / region. Do the following things: (1) say you are pleased your friend will be coming to your country / 

region; (2) tell him /her what your country / region is like in terms of the climate, the natural environment and 

the people; (3) suggest an interesting place to visit. Write at least 70-100 words. You can write more words if 

you want.   

                   Segue sul retro    
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5. LEXIS FOR BIOLOGY (10 points). Read all of this text. Then write an appropriate word or 

expression for each of the 10 spaces. Look at the example in number 0. 

 

PLANTS: STRUCTURES AND FUNCTIONS 

 

 Plants are similar (0) to  animals in many ways. They are made of cells and tissues, and 

these tissues form organs such as leaves and flowers (1) t__________ that have different functions. 

But plants are also unique. They have a root system, which exists underground, and a shoot system 

found above the ground. The root system anchors the plant in the soil and allows the plant to absorb  

water and minerals. The shoot system has two main functions: it ensures the plant gets sufficient 

sunlight to conduct 2) p __________ and it moves sugars and water through the plant.  

 The biggest difference between plants and animals concerns 3) h__________ they obtain the 

energy and matter they need for growth. Whilst animals have to eat other living organisms to get 

their (4) f __________, plants absorb sunlight that provides energy to make glucose from carbon 

dioxide. It is the shoot system, which produces leaves, that helps plants capture energy from the sun. 

Many leaves are flat so as to ensure there is a large area available for absorption of sunlight.  

 But photosynthesis is not the only life-sustaining process carried out by plants.         

(5) B __________ the surface of the soil, the roots of the plant are busy collecting and conducting 

water and other nutrients upward, as well as moving sugars upward and downward to the cells that 

need them. Water (6) p__________ from the soil into the plant’s roots. It then travels through the 

plant thanks to a combination of three processes: (7) o__________, capillary action, and 

transportation and cohesion. In order to understand how these processes work, it is necessary to 

remember that water (8) m _________ are attracted to each other by weak electrical attractions 

called hydrogen bonds.  

The most important nutrients that plants extract from the soil are calcium, magnesium, 

nitrogen, potassium, and (9) s __________. If plants don’t get enough of one or more of these 

nutrients, they can’t function properly and they (10) m _________ die.  Even one missing nutrient 

can cause a specific problem.  
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ANSWERS / SOLUZIONI 

1. VERB FORMS (5 points). Give the correct forms of the verbs and, when required, pronouns or adverbs. 

You may have to use auxiliary verbs as well as main verbs. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: When the telephone _____ (RING) I _____ (WATCH) television. 

             When the telephone   rang    I    was watching _ television. 

  

1. If I __HAD___ (HAVE) a lot of money, I _ WOULD BUY / COULD BUY __ (BUY) a big house in the 

centre of London. 

2. Yesterday Luisa _ TOLD____ (TELL) me that she’s good at tennis but I _ DON’T BELIEVE / DIDN’T 

BELEIVE____ (NOT BELIEVE) her. 

3. When Mary _ LEAVES____ (LEAVE) college next year, she _IS GOING TO / WILL TRAVEL____ 

(TRAVEL) around the world.  

4. President Trump _HAS BEEN__ (BE) the President of the USA since January 2017. Yesterday I 

__SAW__ (SEE) him on television.  

5. Peter   _ WAS DRIVING____ (DRIVING) his car when he __HEARD___ (HEAR) an explosion.  

 

2. QUESTION FORMATION (5 points). Write appropriate questions for the following five answers. Look 

at the example below. 

 

Example: It’s half-past nine. 

What time is it, please?  

 

1. We went to the new restaurant that opened last week.  WHERE DID YOU GO LAST NIGHT? WHERE 

WERE YOU LAST NIGHT?, ETC 

2. I’m reading a book about anatomy and physiology. WHAT BOOK ARE YOU READING? WHAT ARE 

YOU DOING?, ETC. 

3. I’ll go to the shops tomorrow and then I’ll go to the university.  WHAT WILL YOU DO / ARE YOU 

GOING TO DO TOMORROW?, ETC.  

4. Yes, I’m going to have lots of free time next Saturday. ARE YOU GOING TO / WILL YOU HAVE ANY 

FREE TIME NEXT SATURDAY?, ETC. 

5. Rosaria’s sister has lived here for five years. HOW LONG HAS ROSARIA’S SISTER LIVED HERE?, 

ETC.   

 

3.  SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION (5 points). Complete the second sentence so that it has the same 

meaning as the first. Do not use more than four words. Look at the example below. 

Example: You are too young to drive a car. You are __not old enough__ to drive a car. 

 

1. Alan Smith wrote this book.   This book WAS WRITTEN / HAS BEEN 

 WRITTEN BY_ Alan Smith.  

2. This car belongs to Alessia.     This IS ALESSIA’S__ car.  

3. “Go away” he said to me.                      He TOLD ME TO GO / SENT ME_ away.      

4. It’s not necessary to do the shopping now.    You _DON’T HAVE TO_/ DON’T NEED TO __ 

        do the shopping now.  
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5. John is taller than Peter.                  Peter is  _SHORTER THAN_/ NOT AS TALL 

       AS / LESS TALL THAN  / NOT TALLER  

       THAN John.             

 

4. GUIDED WRITING (5 points). A friend of yours who lives in England has recently found a good, 

permanent job in your country / region. Write an email to your friend telling him / her about life in your 

country / region. Do the following things: (1) say you are pleased your friend will be coming to your country / 

region; (2) tell him /her what your country / region is like in terms of the climate, the natural environment and 

the people; (3) suggest an interesting place to visit. Write at least 70-100 words. You can write more words if 

you want.   

 

Credit will be given for good grammar, appropriate lexis and completion of the three tasks. 

 

Example (101 words):  

 

Dear John,   

I am glad you have found a good job in Sardinia *and I hope we will 

be able to see each other soon. Remember that although the winter here 

can be wet and cold, the summer is usually very hot and many people 

have a siesta in the afternoon. There are some very beautiful beaches in 

Sardinia where you can go swimming in summer. But you should also 

visit some of the mountainous areas such as Ogliastra and the 

Barbagia. Sardinians are usually very helpful and friendly.  

Please contact me when you arrive in Sardinia.  

See you soon 

Marco. 

* Nota bene che “I am happy FOR your new job” è sbagliato. Si deve scrivere “I am happy  ABOUT 

your new job”. 

 

5. LEXIS FOR BIOLOGY (10 points). Read all of this text. Then write an appropriate word or 

expression for each of the 10 spaces. Look at the example in number 0. 

 

PLANTS: STRUCTURES AND FUNCTIONS 

 

 Plants are similar (0) to  animals in many ways. They are made of cells and tissues, and 

these tissues form organs such as leaves and flowers (1) t_THAT_ have different functions. But 

plants are also unique in certain respects. They have a root system, which exists underground, and a 

shoot system found above the ground. The root system anchors the plant in the soil and allows the 

plant to absorb water and minerals. The shoot system has two main functions: it ensures the plant 

gets sufficient sunlight to conduct 2) p _ PHOTOSYNTHESIS __ , and it moves sugars and water 

through the plant.  

 The biggest difference between plants and animals concerns 3) h__ HOW __ they obtain the 

energy and matter they need for growth. Whilst animals have to eat other living organisms to get 

their (4) f _ FOOD _, plants absorb sunlight that provides energy to make glucose from carbon 

dioxide. It is the shoot system, which produces leaves, that helps plants capture energy from the sun. 

Many leaves are flat so as to ensure there is a large area available for absorption of sunlight.  
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 But photosynthesis is not the only life-sustaining process carried out by plants.  (5) B __ 

BELOW _ the surface of the soil, the roots of the plant are busy collecting and conducting water and 

other nutrients upward, as well as moving sugars upward and downward to the cells that need them. 

Water (6) p__ PASSES (PROCEEDS / PERCOLATES/ PENETRATES) _ from the soil into the 

plant’s roots. It then travels through the plant thanks to a combination of three processes: (7) 

o_OSMOSIS_, capillary action, and transportation and cohesion. In order to understand how these 

processes work, it is necessary to remember that water (8) m _ MOLECULES __ are attracted to 

each other by weak electrical attractions called hydrogen bonds.  

The most important nutrients that plants extract from the soil are calcium, magnesium, 

nitrogen, potassium, and (9) s _ SODIUM / SULPHUR  (SULFUR = spelling Americano e quindi 

è accettabile) _. If plants don’t get enough of one or more of these nutrients, they can’t function 

properly and they (10) m _ MAY /MIGHT /MUST / MOSTLY_ die.  Even one missing nutrient can 

cause a specific problem.  

  


