
Corso di Laurea in Biologia: Lingua inglese 1° anno.         Tempo della prova: 2 ore 
 

1. VERB FORMS (5 points). Give the correct forms of the verbs and, when required, pronouns or adverbs. 

You may have to use auxiliary verbs as well as main verbs. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: When the telephone _____ (RING) I _____ (WATCH) television. 

             When the telephone   rang    I    was watching _ television. 

  

1. I _____ (KNOW) my friend Efisio for one year. I _____  (MEET) him last summer in Sardinia.    

2. She _____ (LEARN) German at the moment because  she _____ (WANT) to work in Germany next year.     

3. He _____ (HAVE negative) to go to the university every day. It’s not necessary. But he _____ (HAVE) to     

    go there every Tuesday for the mathematics lessons. 

4. A: All living things _____  (MAKE) of cells that come from preexisting cells. Do you know the names of       

    the two nineteenth-century scientists who   _____ (DISCOVER) this? B: Yes, Schwann and Schleiden.  

5. If Mary _____ (GO) to America next year for a holiday, she _____ (SPEND) a week in New York.  

 

2. QUESTION FORMATION (5 points). Write appropriate questions for the following five answers. Look 

at the example below. 

 

Example: It’s half-past nine. 

What time is it, please?  

 

1. I live in Sassari.  

2. I’ve got one sister and one brother.  

3. My hobbies are wind surfing and photography.  

4. No, there isn’t any milk in the fridge.  

5. This time last year I was at school.   

 

3.  SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION (5 points). Complete the second sentence so that it has the same 

meaning as the first. Do not use more than three words. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: You are too young to drive a car. You are __not old enough__ to drive a car. 

 

1.This box is too heavy for me lift.  I’m _____ to lift this box.  

2.This Microsoft computer is cheaper than that Apple computer.  This Apple computer is _____ that  

    Microsoft computer.     

3. He’s a good tennis player.     He _____ .  

4. Four apples were on the table.   _____ four apples on the table. 

5. You can’t park your car here.    You _____ to park your car here.  

 

4. GUIDED WRITING (5 points). You spent last weekend in the house of your English friend, Peter.  

Write a message to Peter.  Do the following things: (1) thank Peter for his hospitality, (2) say what you 

particularly liked about the weekend and (3) invite Peter to stay at your home for a weekend next month. 

Write between 70 and 100 words.          

   

           Segue sul retro    
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5. LEXIS FOR BIOLOGY (10 points)   

Read all of this text. Then write an appropriate word or expression in each of the 10 spaces. Look 

at the example in number 0. 

 

 What is a cell? A cell is the (0) s smallest  living piece of an organism. (Although living 

organisms contain parts that are smaller than a cell, these parts can’t (1) p _______ all the functions 

of life on their own, so they are not considered to be alive.) In contrast, a cell (2) r_______ the 

characteristics of the entire organism. For example, a cell can take in (3) f _______ , convert it to 

energy, and eliminate wastes, just like the organism as a whole can. Cells can also reproduce 

themselves. Cells are sacs of fluid that are reinforced by proteins and surrounded by                         

(4) m _______ . Inside the fluid there are chemicals and (5) o _______ , which are structures inside 

cells that are used during metabolic processes. 

 Cells can be categorised (6) a _______ to structure or function, or in terms of their 

evolutionary relationships.  Carbohydrates, proteins, nucleic acids, and lipids are four kinds of 

molecules that are especially important for the structure and function of organisms.  Carbohydrates, 

for example, are energy-packed compounds. Living creatures can break carbohyrdrates                   

(7) d _______  quickly, making them a source of near-immediate energy. However, the energy 

supplied by carbohydrates doesn’t last long. So reserves of carbohyrdrates have to be replenished 

frequently. Carbohydrates also serve as structural elements (such as cell walls in plants).  

 Proteins provide structure to cells and carry important molecules throughout the body. The 

foundation of all proteins are amino acids. The genetic information in cells (8) r _____ amino acids 

to link together in a certain order, forming chains called (9) p _____ chains. Amino acids link 

together by dehydration synthesis, and each polypeptide chain is made up of a unique number and 

order of amino acids. 

 Nucleic acids are large molecules that are made up of  strands of  nucleotides. Each 

nucleotide has three components: a phosphate group, a sugar that contains five carbon molecules, 

and a nitrogen-containing base called a (10) n _____ base.    
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ANSWERS / SOLUZIONI 

1. VERB FORMS (5 points). Give the correct forms of the verbs and, when required, pronouns or adverbs. 

You may have to use auxiliary verbs as well as main verbs. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: When the telephone _____ (RING) I _____ (WATCH) television. 

             When the telephone   rang    I    was watching _ television. 

  

1. I HAVE KNOWN (I’VE KNOWN) my friend Efisio for one year. I MET  him last summer in Sardinia.    

2. She IS LEARNING German at the moment because  she WANTS to work in Germany next year.     

3. He DOESN’T (DOES NOT) HAVE  to go to the university every day. It’s not necessary. But he HAS to     

    go there every Tuesday for the mathematics lessons. 

4. A: All living things ARE MADE of cells that come from preexisting cells. Do you know the names of       

    the two nineteenth-century scientists who  DISCOVERED this? B: Yes, Schwann and Schleiden.  

5. If Mary GOES to America next year for a holiday, she WILL SPEND (SHE’LL SPEND) / IS GOING TO     

   a week in New York.  

 

2. QUESTION FORMATION (5 points). Write appropriate questions for the following five answers. Look 

at the example below. 

 

Example: It’s half-past nine. 

What time is it, please?  

 

1. I live in Saasari.  Where do you live?  

2. I’ve got one sister and one brother.  How many brothers and sisters have you got?  Do you have any    

    brothers and sisters? 

3. My hobbies are wind surfing and photography.  Do you have any hobbies? What are your hobbies? 

4. No, there isn’t any milk in the fridge. Is there any milk in the fridge?  

5. This time last year I was at school.  Where were you this time last year? What were you doing this time 

last year?  

 

3.  SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION (5 points). Complete the second sentence so that it has the same 

meaning as the first. Do not use more than three words. Look at the example below. 

 

Example: You are too young to drive a car. You are __not old enough__ to drive a car. 

 

1.This box is too heavy for me lift.  I’m not strong enough to lift this box.  

2.This Microsoft computer is cheaper than that Apple computer.  This Apple computer is more expensive  

   than that  Microsoft computer.     

3. He’s a good tennis player.  He plays tennis well.  

4. Four apples were on the table.   There were four apples on the table. 

5. You can’t park your car here.  You are not / aren’t allowed to park your car here.  

  

4. GUIDED WRITING (5 points).  

Credit will be given for good grammar, appropriate lexis and completion of the three tasks. 
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EXAMPLE ANSWER:  

 

Dear Peter,  

 Thank you so much for inviting me to your house last weekend. It 

was lovely to meet your family and your dog! And your mum cooked 

some really delicious meals. I especially enjoyed going out for a walk 

in the country on Saturday afternoon and relaxing in your garden 

on Sunday morning.   

 Would you like to come and stay in my house for a weekend 

sometime next month? We have a spare bedroom in the house and my 

parents are looking forward to seeing you. Please let me know if you 

are interested in this.  

Best wishes 

Ignazio  (= 100 words) 

 

5. LEXIS FOR BIOLOGY (10 points) 

 

Read all of this text. Then write an appropriate word or expression in each of the 10 spaces. Look 

at the example in number 0. 

 

 What is a cell? A cell is the (0) s smallest  living piece of an organism. (Although living 

organisms contain parts that are smaller than a cell, these parts can’t (1) perform all the functions 

of life on their own, so they are not considered to be alive.) In contrast, a cell (2) retains the 

characteristics of the entire organism. For example, a cell can take in (3) fuel, convert it to energy, 

and eliminate wastes, just like the organism as a whole can. Cells can also reproduce themselves. 

Cells are sacs of fluid that are reinforced by proteins and surrounded by (4) membranes. Inside the 

fluid there are chemicals and (5) organelles, which are structures inside cells that are used during 

metabolic processes. 

 Cells can be categorised (6) according to structure or function, or in terms of their 

evolutionary relationships.  Carbohydrates, proteins, nucleic acids, and lipids are four kinds of 

molecules that are especially important for the structure and function of organisms.  Carbohydrates, 

for example, are energy-packed compounds. Living creatures can break carbohyrdrates                   

(7) down quickly, making them a source of near-immediate energy. However, the energy supplied 

by carbohydrates doesn’t last long. So reserves of carbohyrdrates have to be replenished frequently. 

Carbohydrates also serve as structural elements (such as cell walls in plants).  

 Proteins provide structure to cells and carry important molecules throughout the body. The 

foundation of all proteins are amino acids. The genetic information in cells (8) requires amino acids 

to link together in a certain order, forming chains called (9) polypeptide chains. Amino acids link 
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together by dehydration synthesis, and each polypeptide chain is made up of a unique number and 

order of amino acids. 

 Nucleic acids are large molecules that are made up of  strands of  nucleotides. Each 

nucleotide has three components: a phosphate group, a sugar that contains five carbon molecules, 

and a nitrogen-containing base called a (10) nitrogenous base.    

  

 


