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You are going to read a magazine article. For questions 1-6 choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.



[bookmark: bookmark1]Step back in time
[bookmark: bookmark2]Historical biographer Antonia Fraser reveals the pleasures of studying a bygone era.

Gibbon was inspired to write The Decline and Fail of the Roman Empire sitting on the steps of the Capitol at Rome one evening, listening to the sound of monks chanting. My own inspiration to become a historical biographer came in rather less elevated circumstances, as a teenager one rainy Oxford afternoon: I began to read Lytton Strachey's Eminent Victorians, and was in particular fascinated by his essay on Cardinal Manning. This was going to be the life for me! Once back at school I plunged into further research in the library. A very different picture emerged. Gradually as I pursued the topic, I became aware of Strachey's daring sallies into "artistic truth" (as opposed to historical truth). Nevertheless I never forgot my original sense of being transported into a world more vivid than my own.
An ability to convey this sensation is, I believe, at the heart of the matter. If you, the biographer, don't thrill to your subject, you can hardly in all fairness expect the reader to do so. In a sense (not of course the commercial sense) the choice of subject(line21) is irrelevant so long as it meets that requirement. You could say that I was extremely lucky to choose Mary Queen of Scots for my first foray since there proved to be a world-wide public for the troubles of the ill-fated Queen. But you could argue equally that I made my own luck, since I had always been obsessed by Mary's story from childhood. Nor was success foreordained. It was, after all, the leading publisher Mark Bonham-Carter of (then) Collins who said to me when I confessed my project, "Some say that all books on Mary Queen of Scots sell and no books on South America do", before adding, " Of course,  yours could well be an exception."
Nevertheless I did have luck. In the 60s, so-called narrative biography was said to be out of fashion. Mary Queen of Scots was an early beneficiary from the fact that the public continued to have an appetite for it, so long as the research was felt to be solid.
The actual research for a biography - now that's a whole other matter. The paramount need for it  means that biographers discover for themselves the reality 
of Dr Johnson's wise dictum: "A man will turn over half a library 
to make a book."
And what about those fabled things boasted of on blurbs: hitherto unpublished documents? Obviously it is every researcher's dream to discover such papers, and their discovery once again may make a project commercial which would not otherwise be so. At the same time I would issue a caveat about hitherto unpublished documents. HUDs are not in themselves more valuable than the printed sources - it's a historical coincidence that one set has become known early on, the other not. One needs to evaluate them even more closely. Here I speak from personal experience. A series of chances led me to discover some hitherto unpublished letters of Oliver Cromwell just as I was finishing my manuscript. I blazoned my finds across the text: only to realise at the proof stage, that they might be unpublished but they were not very important in the grand scheme of things ... a naïve mistake.
Where the perils and pleasures of writing historical biography are concerned, there are two perils which seem to me to raise points of principle. The first is the peril of anachronistic judgements. For example, in the 16th century more or less everybody took astrology (line 64) seriously and more or less everybody enjoyed a jolly afternoon out to see the bears baited and killed. It's no good dismissing the former as meaningless and cringing from the latter as disgusting.	
	

(1) Bear-baiting is a blood sport involving the worrying or tormenting (baiting) of bears. It may involve pitting a bear against another animal, usually dogs.

1.   What did the writer learn while researching a historical figure as a teenager? PARA 1
A. There was a surprising amount of information available.
B It was not possible to take everything she read as fact.
C it was difficult to interpret the true meaning of what she read.
D It was necessary to consult a wide range of sources.
2.    What does ‘that requirement’ in line 13 refer to?
A the reader’s response to a writer’s subject
B the correct choice of subject
G the commercial appeal of the book
D the writer’s ability to communicate their enthusiasm
3     What did Mark Bonham-Carter believe about the writer’s choice of subject?
A Her long-standing interest in it would guarantee her book’s success.
B It did not guarantee her book’s success.
C There were already too many books written on it.	
D It was a wise choice for her first biography.
4     The main point that the writer is making in the fourth paragraph is that
A  a  biography is more likely to be successful if it contains new information.
B researchers must be careful to check all facts thoroughly.
G research material can include inaccurate information.
D extensive reading is crucially important.
5      What warning does the writer give to biographers about unpublished documents?
A They are difficult to obtain as their discovery is down to chance.
B Their overall significance to the book must be carefully considered.
C Their use could result in diminished commercial success for a book.
D It should not be assumed that they are authentic.
6     An example of an ‘anachronistic judgement’ (line 35) that the writer gives is 
        A not being able to imagine oneself living in the sixteenth century.
B being uninformed about sixteenth century customs and practices.
C viewing the sixteenth century from a twenty-first century perspective.
D focusing only on the negative side of life in the sixteenth century.














Modify the words in capital letters, using prefixes and suffixes to fit the context. You MUST change the word given.
Example:  The sudden …appearance...of the man gave her a fright.    APPEAR

	Historians are very ……………….in their research and will focus on every detail. They are usually extremely …………………about a variety of subjects such as geography, anthropology or politics to name a few. This ………….. them to interpret the past from different points of view.  
………………, the study of History has the potential to open one’s mind and  
offer insight into many issues from the past and the present. Indeed, a good History teacher has the ability to bring the subject to life  and can ………….. in  
creating interest in a subject, which if taught badly only leads to students experiencing …………… 
When course books for schools are being developed, the publishers must …………… that all the information is set out and presented in a stimulating and interesting fashion, but more ……………….., the teachers who work with these materials must have more than only a teaching……………………… They must have the aptitude for engaging young people’s minds and making the lesson more ……………….


	METHOD
KNOW
ABLE

DOUBT

SUCCESS

BORE

SURE
IMPORTANT
QUALIFY

ENJOY



1. methodical
2. knowledgeable
3. enables
4. undoubtedly
5. succeed
6. boredom
7. ensure
8. importantly
9. qualification
10.  enjoyable



1. Since 2011 they __HAVE VISITED_____________________ (visit) the site every year.
2. While the historian __WAS EXAMINING__________________________ (examine) the documents, Mr. Jones, who had discovered them,  ____WAITED________________ (wait) nervously outside in the waiting room.
3. The soldier _________HAD BEEN WAITING_______________ (wait) for for over 2 hours when his cover finally turned up.
4. Never before HAD THEY SEEN______________________ (they/see) such a historically accurate film. It really blew their minds.
5. I’ll never forget __SPENDING_______________________ (spend) time with my grandfather before he died. The stories of times gone by will stay with me forever.
6. _________HAD I KNOWN_______________ (know) you didn’t like history, I would have chosen something else to watch.
7. By this time next year I _WILL HAVE FINISHED____________________________ (completely/finish) my History degree .  
8. It’s high time we __WENT______________________ (go) to visit our grandparents. We haven’t seen them for ages and you do know how they like to reminisce. 
9. Despite ____KNOWING___________________ (know) his friend didn’t find the joke funny, he decided to tell it anyway. 


These answers receive 2 points. Other partial answers or alternatives(when possible) deemed suitable by the correcting teacher may receive partial points: 0.5, 1.0, 1.5

We paid someone to excavate the site for us last year.
HAD
We _HAD THE SITE EXCAVATED______________________________________________ last year by an expert.

I regret not speaking to Martin about what happened last Easter.
WISH
I _____WISH I HAD SPOKEN______________________________ to Martin about what happened last Easter.

The last time John came to my house was in 1999.
SINCE
John hasn’t __COME/BEEN TO MY HOUSE SINCE_________________________________1999.

Claire could only buy that antique vase because of the loan you gave her.
LENT
Had _YOU NOT LENT CLAIRE THE____________________________________ money, she wouldn’t have been able to afford that antique vase.

Every time he talks about going on holiday to visit Stonehenge I get really excited.
THE
The more he talks about going on holiday to visit Stonehenge __THE MORE EXCITED I GET______________________________.


