PAST WRITING QUESTION 2015
1. Many people play team sports rather than individual sports. What do you feel are the benefits of playing team sports compared to individual sports? And, personally which type of sports do you prefer?

1- Analyze  question- underline  key elements we must include.
2- Decide on a position (easiest to support is generally a good strategy)
3- Make a plan    -  write down some notes before starting.

1. Many people play team sports rather than individual sports. What do you feel are the benefits of playing team sports compared to individual sports? And, personally which type of sports do you prefer?

2. Position:  I prefer team sports- maybe a few good things about individual ones but….

3. Notes : REMEMBER YOU ONLY NEED ABOUT  3 IDEAS !
Think of 3 ideas in pairs.

Here are 3 possible ideas.
1- team work  helps prepare for world of work. Give examples- office, colleagues, meetings, management.
2- teaches young people to socialize : integration, bonding-peers
3- Less boring than individual sports: fun, shared experience more rewarding, 




We can all learn technique!
AS REGARDS TECHNIQUE,  THE TRICK IS TO USE THE THREE E’S   -  
EXPAND  -   EXEMPLIFY   -     EXPLAIN   
3 ideas must be expanded , exemplified and explained.
Even if it seems self evident- explain it!
EXAMPLE:
Essay on the dangers young people face.
Young people under 21 should not drive powerful,  fast cars. They should not take drugs or drink too much. I think it is dangerous to have bad friends too.          29 words
EXPAND     EXEMPLIFY     EXPLAIN  TOPIC SENTENCE

Young people under 21 should not drive powerful,  fast cars. *At that age they generally do not have the experience necessary to  control such a car. It takes years of practice to be able to handle a car travelling at high speed  on wet surfaces or on tight bends. First and foremost, they ought to cut their teeth on a small to medium sized car,  then only when they have a balanced combination of confidence and ability should they consider moving up to a high- performance vehicle. We often hear or read in the newspaper about young adults who are involved in terrible and often fatal accidents while driving their father’s fast car. Such accidents could perhaps be avoided if it were illegal to drive high horse power cars for younger people.

                                                                                        TOPIC SENTENCE

They should not take drugs or drink too much. .......………….






Topic sentences are usually the first sentence in a paragraph. They tell us what the paragraph is about. Nothing in the paragraph should be unrelated to the topic sentence
The topic sentence tells us what to expect.  A one sentence summary.
1. Many people play team sports rather than individual sports. What do you feel are the benefits of playing team sports compared to individual sports? And, personally which type of sports do you prefer?

Using our 3 ideas from before write 3 topic sentences for the above question.
1.
2.
3.
















4 Examples of answers to the above question. Read, look for problems and give a mark.     /30
Nowadays people prefer playing  team sports rather than individual sports, especially among the youngsters,  who hope to be the chance to keep in touch with new friends.
But does it mean that team sports have more benefits than individual sports , or it doesn’t?
Firstly, playing team sports can help people to improve their interaction with others and to develop a sense of honesty and brotherhood.
Besides, one of the aims of team sports is to develop the awareness of self estime in an interactive context.
Individual sports have a lot of positive and negative sides, but one drawback is that during this activity athletes don’t interact with anybody; they do only a self - control work. This is good for personal abilities but not from a social point of view.
On the whole, I personally believe that team sports can be a smart way to getting fit in an amusement way, relaxing mind and body. Not only the work out is more effective but it can also be more productive.
171 words                                           /30

According to me , many people prefer team sports like, for example , soccer, volleyball and football, for many different reason.
Some people thinks that team sports are funnier than individual sports as tennis.
A benefits of playing a team sports could be that the responsibility are of the other person of the team and not only of a single person like in the individual sports.
Personally, after many ( pan) past experiences I can say that I prefer individual sports , in bet (…fact?) I like play tennis.
89 words
/30 
Team sports and individual sports are very different. In team sports , like volleyball, rugby and others, there is more pressure by the coach that he wants to win the match. Differently, in individual sports like dance or surf and so on, the pressure is different: everything it’s based by yourself, about what the master teach you and what you can do it. For me, I prefer individual sports because I do not like team sports, because when I was a child I was terrible in these games and nobody choose me. I was always the last one of the team. So, I have started dance since I was fifteen years old and I have discovered another world: I love the feeling that dance gives me and I love to feel all my body under my control. I have discovered things that I didn’t believe possible. Never have I done such a team sports that gives me the same sensation. However, dance is an art and there isn’t the pressure of the coach or a winner, but in the individual games are everybody winners and I prefer this idea.
189 words                        /30


GENERIC INTRODUCTION  ( no details ,no  specific reasoning )
Team sports are undoubtedly highly entertaining to watch and are extremely popular in almost every culture. There are several reasons why people tend to enjoy these more than individual sports and why they are more beneficial.
Team sports allow people to bond. Playing together in order to succeed together with other people, particularly children or young adults, may help to develop a sense of respect and fraternity among those who are working towards the same objective, generally trying to win.  This feeling develops when there is no competition among those in the same team, only a desire to do well as a group. This environment can be particularly beneficial to timid people who tend to be  introverted because it will help them to open up.    In individual sports, everyone has to perform independently of the other people around them.  They depend only on  their own preparation and do not need to make an effort to bond with others.   Therefore , taking part in activities  such as team sports lets us share the pressure and enjoy the good moments in a group. According to psychologists, this is a very healthy mentality.

This working together towards a common goal, also prepares us to face the world of work. Many jobs  require people to work in a team , to share ideas and information. The lone wolf finds it difficult to perform well in this kind of environment. Indeed, many companies  organize bonding  events, weekends where employees really need to work together in a context which is outside the office but which requires the same principles of collaboration.
Lastly, team sports are more fun. You can laugh and joke together after a performance or at training. Of course, some of these elements are possible in individual sports. A person who does karate, for example,   will speak and laugh with others who train at the same gym, but it will not be as deep as the bond among team members.









[bookmark: _GoBack]LEARN FIXED LANGUAGE
LINKERS: 
BOTH…………….AND………….
NEITHER……………..NOR………..
AS WELL AS
HOWEVER,
MOREOVER, 
FURTHERMORE,
NOT ONLY……………………… BUT ALSO…………..
INTRODUCTORY PHRASES
FIRSTLY, SECONDLY, LASTLY
IN CONCLUSION, TO SUM UP 
ON THE ONE HAND SIDE (PLEASE!!!)
ON THE OTHER (HAND)
AS REGARDS…………..REGARDING...... WITH REGARD TO
ONE OF THE REASONS WHY …………………..
ANOTHER REASON WHY …………………SHOULD BE ……….
*Introductory adverbials:  Generally,   Not surprisingly,  Importantly, 
*Statistically, 6 out of 7 dwarves are not Happy.

Idiom- common collocations: (read- take note- try to use again)
 Contrary to popular belief, 
A total waste of time
A significant number of ……………………s
A significant amount of…………………….
……….may help to develop………….
………….can lead to…………….
It is highly unlikely that..…would
There is no denying that…….
Without a shadow of a doubt…

ING or TO
Cohesion
Collocations 

Assignment 1  
1. It is generally thought that some people are born with certain talents for example, for sports or music. However, it is sometimes claimed that any child can be taught to be a good sports person or musician. Discuss these views and give your opinion.

