MODAL VERBS OF DEDUCTION/probability

She might be Spanish  =   I think/ it is possible ..... that she is Spanish

She could be at home  =   I think / it is possible...................that she is at home

He may be in the office   = I think/ it is possible that he is in the office

She may come a bit later

With MIGHT and MAY it is also possible to use in the negative forms:

I may not have any time tomorrow

He  might not be as honest as you think.

COULD NOT only refers to the past so not used for the present
He must be late ( I'm sure this is the reason)

She must like pizza ( I saw her eat 3 one after the other)

NEGATIVE of MUST is not MUSTN'T.

IT IS CAN'T

He can't be late he left home before me!   = it is not possible

NOT
He mustn't be late he left home befor me =    prohibition not deduction

continuous form      modal verb+ be+ ing
He must be having lunch now. It's 1 o'clock. ( I'm sure he is having lunch)

No he can't be having lunch.  ( It's not possible)

Where's John? Not sure. He might be having  a coffee at the bar.

“I must be dreaming. Everyone has done their homework,” said the teacher.

PAST MODAL VERBS FOR PROBABLITY  MODAL+ HAVE+ PAST PARTICIPLE
He’s late. Yes, he might have missed the bus. It’s a possibility that he missed it
She can’t/couldn’t  have gone to London. I saw her this morning.

They must have got fed up and gone home. They surely got fed up. I’m sure…..

It must have been love,  but it’s over now…… I’m certain it was ……..

C ONTINUOUS IN THE PAST       MODAL+HAVE+BEEN+ING
Where was he going when you saw him this morning?

I’m not sure. He might have been going to university

COMPARE:

He must be having a break   (NOW)

He must have been having a break  (THEN)
REWRITE USING MODAL VERBS WHERE POSSIBLE

It’s possible that I will be going to study in England next year.  Some friends of mine are there now and some others have already returned. Marco came back after only two months so he probably didn’t like it very much. I’m sure it was difficult to get used to living there. Of course, maybe a lot depends on our individual character. 

John is possibly sitting at home now.

It’s impossible that they were in love.

I’m certain it was Tuesday.

It’s not possible that he is a teacher.

It’s possible that he went shopping

It’s possible that he is shopping now.

It’s possible that he was shopping (when I saw him)

Maybe she was talking to her boyfriend on the phone

No, it’s not possible that she was talking to him

Pe rhaps he is from Pirri

No, it’s not possible that he is from Pirri.

I’m positive that he has moved house. 
I’m sure it wasn’t easy for you to leave your boyfriend. 
